
BREEDING THE YELLOW RAT SNAKE
AND GREY RAT SNAKE
sum-ıs,ansam aramammm TAXONOMY
AND EMP"! OBSOLFİA SPILOİDES

Family Colubridae, Subfamily Colubrinae. The

genus Elaphe is comprised of about 40 species,
Chris van Kalkan, including Elaphe obsoleta which contains five

Burgemeester Bratstraat 31, subspecies: Elaphe obsoleta Iindheimerı', Elaphe
15“ BK Oostzaan, The Netherlands. obsoleta obsoleta, Elaphe obsolera quadriviffara,

Neckbife during mating. Photo: Chris van Kalken.
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All animuls are fed with mice and rats. Only the
wild caught yellow rot snake occusionally refu-
ses to feed on dead prey. During these periods
(sometimes for up to four months), the animal
hardly lost any weight despite the fact that no
other prey is offered.

DISEASES

For quite a while after being purchased, the wild

caught animal hod problems with worms and fla—

gellates. The flogellateswere killed by administe-
ring a single dose of Metronidazoleat 200 mg per
kg body weight, with a similar dose two weeks
later. Getting rid of the worms was a lot more dif-
ficult. Levimosol and Panacur at the right dosage
were not effective, after several months the ani-
mal still suffered from a lot of roundworms.Admi-

nistering 240 mg Niclosamide and 30 mg Oxi-
bendazole per kg body weight twice over an inter-
val of ten days finully got rid of the parasites.

BREEDîN—G '

The only stimulus | used was to separate the
males from the females. On June 10th 1998 the
first and only mating l observed occurred
between the yellow rat snakes. After exactly one
month the female became restless und four days
later she laid nine eggs. | found the eggs the
next morning and removed them from the femo-
le. She aggressively defended the eggs. The eggs
measured 3.5 by 1.8 cm and weighed between
9 and 13 grams. The eggs were not stuck
together. Two days later she laid another small,
sand coloured egg which spoiled within two
weeks and was not fertile.

The grey rot snakes mated on March lst 1999

_
and the 30 eggs were laid on April 22nd. These
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eggs were slightly larger than those of the yellow
rat snakes, about 4.1 by 2.2 cm. On this occasion
I was present when the eggs were laid. | remo-
ved the eggs without any problem from beneath
the female while she was laying and place them
directly in the incubator.

All the eggs were buried to a depth of one to
two centimetres in a mixture of sand und pot-
ting soil. They were place in a home-made incu-
bator ata temperature of 28 to 29 degrees (el-
sius (yellow rat snakes) or 29 to 30 degrees
Celsius (grey rat snakes). Every other week the
soil was sproyed with water to keep it moist.
Every two weeks 1 inspected the eggs by dig-
ging them up. With the grey rot snakes eggs
two collapsed after about two weeks. One was
not fertilised, the other contained a dead twin
embryo. Probubly one of the embryos hud
died, killing the other as well.

After 50 days 1 opened a heavily dimpled egg by
cutting off the top. It contained u live embryo.
Judging by the remains of the yolk sac this egg
should hotch several days later. | carefully placed
the opened egg in a moist tray in the incubator.
This way I could view the development of the
young snake and determine the moment of hat-
ching quite accurately.

After 59 days for the yellow and 54 days for the
grey rat snakes several eggs were pushed to the
surface of the substrate by the movements of the
young. ( carefully covered them again. The same
day the eggs were slit, which could be observed
by the foam, leaking egg albumen, on the 5011. |

manually opened all but two eggs. Those two
hatched themselves while I was opening the
other eggs. In two-thirds of the young remains of
the yolk sac were clearly present. After binding
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